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Agenda
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Background

Alcohol Reform

What happens from 1 Feb 2025

Discussion
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2019 manifesto 
commitment

2020 budget 
announcement

2021 
consultation

2022 draft 
legislation 

2023 Finance 
Bill

What changed:

• All products taxed by strength

• Reduced rates for draught products

• Small Producer Relief

• Simplification and digitisation of admin processes
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Change to tax codes
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The wine easement
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• Ease transition to the new system

• Covered a large proportion of the wine market

• Wine outside this range used new system from 1 August 2023 

• S.115 Finance (No2) Act 2023

Temporary provision: wine

1) Wine of an alcoholic strength of at least 11.5% but not exceeding 

14.5% is treated, for the purposes of the charge to alcohol duty, as ifi ti 

were of an alcoholic strength of 12.5%.

2) This section expires at the end of the period of 18 months beginning 

with the day on which section 48 (rates) comes into force 



OFFICIAL

1 Feb 2025

• Impacts all wine passing a duty point from the start of 1 Feb 2025

• W5(D) form will see updated Notes, to remove the easement and 
guidance will be amended. 

• CDS will automatically see easement functionality ended.
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How can we help?
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What, if any, areas can we clarify?

Are there particular questions that can be 
supported by guidance?

Would this session be worthwhile again, later in 
the year?
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Thank you

Alcohol Policy team

Trinity Bridge House

Salford

Email: mailbox.alcoholpolicy@hmrc.gov.uk
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