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VAT Guidance 
  
 
As of 1st January 2021 we have 4 W5 and W5D warrants, although these are condensed to 3 VAT options via 
ATWD 
  
Supply VAT: (VAT is payable) 
 
Excise goods purchased within the UK Excise Warehouse regime will be subject to Supply VAT. This needs 
to be paid to HMRC and can be reclaimed if the trader/importer is VAT registered and fully taxable. This 
W5/W5D is keyed via the ATWD using the VAT payable option. 
 
If you do not wish to claim PVA to declare and recover import VAT on your VAT return, the W5/W5D is 
keyed via the ATWD using the VAT payable option. 
 
In both cases you will receive a C79 certificate to support your claim for input tax deduction. 
  
Zero VAT: (No VAT payable) 
 
Excise goods that are GB produced and not subject to a sale within the UK Excise Warehouse regime. VAT is 
not payable. This W5/W5D is keyed via the ATWD using the NO VAT payable option. 
  
Acquisition VAT: (Acquisition VAT) 
 
Excise goods entering GB from the EU before 1 January 2021, and released from duty suspense in an excise 
warehouse on or after 1 January 2021 Acquisition VAT must be accounted for. This W5/W5D is keyed via 
the ATWD using the Acquisition VAT option. 
  
Postponed VAT Accounting (PVA): (Acquisition VAT) 
 
Excise goods entering GB from the EU or third countries under customs rules, and released from duty 
suspense in an excise warehouse on or after 1 January 2021 PVA can be accounted for. 
 
To declare and recover this import VAT on your VAT return, the W5/W5D is keyed via the ATWD using the 
Acquisition VAT option. Please ensure that you retain evidence of how you calculate the value for VAT 
declared. You will need this to complete your VAT return as you will not receive a monthly postponed 
import VAT statement. 
 
PVA is optional and not mandatory. If you do not wish to claim PVA please see Supply VAT note above. 
 


